Czech Republic Report 14 -18 October.

The trip went very well and Scotland gave a very good account of itself both in the competition and in general.  The boxers were well behaved and gelled together well. The team manager provided leadership and gave clear and concise instructions. All members of the team were aware of the code of conduct papers which were duly signed.

The teams stayed at the Harmony hotel which was a comfortable 4 star hotel. The food was very good and the rooms were adequate. 
On the day of competition Robert Wright weighed in on the weight and was boxing the Russian 54 kg champion. Unfortunately Robert lost although he was in with the eventual winner of the weight category.
 
Michael Roberts 57kg. Michael gave a very good account of himself and boxed very well. Michael was drawn against a Czech opponent in the quarter final and boxed to instruction which resulted in him winning his quarter final. He won his Semi-Final listening to all instructions from the corner. Of the ten weights boxed there were ten Russians in the final so our boxers knew that it was not going to be easy. Michael boxed a very experienced Russian opponent and had a strong first round. Although Michael kept with his opponent and never stopped trying to match him
eventually he was eventually beaten. A fantastic silver for Michael.
 
Ross McMurdie 64kg. Boxed very well against a very good Czech champion who won this tournament last time. Ross lost on points but the coaches felt overall it was a very good performance from Ross and he should take a wealth of experience form this competition.
 
Mathew McAllister 69kg. Matthew also found himself up against a tough opponent. He gave it his all but was eventually disqualified for holding. 
 
Sean Finney 75.kg. Sean produced a very good semi final against a strong Hungarian opponent. Sean was three points down after the first round but had a great start to the second round and his opponent was eventually stopped by a bad cut on the bridge of the nose. Sean found himself against a Russian in the final and gave a good account of himself. However the Russian went on to win the gold but it was great effort by Sean who won silver.
 
Callum Johnson 81kg. Callum drew a Czech in his semi final eventually stopping him in round three. This meant another Scottish finalist. Scotland was again pitted against Russia in the final and Callum started off losing the first round by 2 points. In the second round Callum finished the round one point down, the final round was frantic and both boxers threw many punches. Callum kept to instruction from the corner and gained the point that won him gold with a final score of  6-5 for the victory. Congratulations to Callum. 
 
Michael Warner 91kg was matched in a straight final with only himself and a Russian entering at this weight. Michael started off really well but his opponent was determined and gave Michael an early count. However, the Russian kept going and  gave Michael two more counts before the referee eventually stopped the contest.
 
Ross Henderson 91+ kg. Ross boxed very well in his semi final and showed more maturity than the twelve contests he has had to date. He boxed the Czech 91+ boxer and stopped him with some excellent head and body shots, Ross faced yet another Russian in the final who had approximately 200 contests was very strong and started off with heavy shots. Ross took a count from there the corner decided to withdraw him. Never the less, this was another silver medal for the team.
 
Overall the Tournament had a total of 46 boxers from eight countries- Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Russia, Scotland Slovakia and Kosovo. 

Some quotes from the boxers were as follows; 
Ross Henderson “great trip it has shown me what I must do.”
Mathew McCallister, “I really enjoyed the experience I felt fit and ready to box we should keep the training camps going”

Robert Right “it feels good to be boxing for my own country again I still have a lot to learn.”

Sean Finney “great coaches made me feel ready to beat everyone.”
Michael Roberts “I like boxing at this level this is were I can show the experience I have and winning medals is fantastic.”
 
Overall the coaches felt that it was a successful trip for our boxers, they were very supportive of each other and they were a credit to the country.
Coaches for the Czech Republic Grand Prix were Mike Keane and Stephen Newns. Team manager – Colin McEwen.

Technical Delegate – Donald Campbell.

